
Why GruntWorx Continues to Lead the Future of Tax Automation  
Insights from the 2026 CPA Practice Advisor Readers’ Choice Awards 
Every year, the CPA Practice Advisor Readers’ Choice Awards offer a revealing 
snapshot of where the accounting profession is placing its trust. Nearly 4,000 tax and 
accounting professionals participated in the 2026 survey, highlighting the technologies 
they rely on to manage capacity, streamline workflows, and deliver consistent client 
service in an increasingly complex environment. 

This year’s results confirm what many firms already know: automation is no longer a 
luxury. It is the backbone of a modern, resilient practice. And within that landscape, 
GruntWorx continues to stand out as a category‑defining solution. 

A Clear Win for GruntWorx in Specialty Systems 

In the Specialty Systems category, GruntWorx earned the top spot with 32.8 percent of 
the vote. This category recognizes tools that fill critical workflow gaps for firms handling 
complex, high‑volume, or niche tax scenarios. These are the systems practitioners turn 
to when their core tax software needs reinforcement. 

Professionals chose GruntWorx because it consistently delivers what firms need most: 
accuracy, reliability, and the ability to scale without adding headcount. As tax seasons 
become more volatile and client expectations rise, firms are prioritizing tools that reduce 
manual work and eliminate bottlenecks. GruntWorx continues to meet that need with 
precision. 

A Strong Showing for GruntWorx in Tax Document Automation 

The awards also highlighted the profession’s evolving relationship with artificial 
intelligence. While firms remain cautious about fully autonomous AI, they are embracing 
AI‑enabled automation with human oversight. In the Tax Document Automation 
category, GruntWorx Populate secured a strong second‑place position with 17.3 
percent of the vote. 

This reflects a broader shift. Firms are no longer asking whether automation is 
necessary. They are asking how to implement it responsibly, efficiently, and in a way 
that enhances staff performance rather than replacing it. GruntWorx Populate fits 
directly into that strategy by accelerating preparation workflows while preserving the 
human review that ensures quality. 

How These Wins Matter for Firms in 2026 

The 2026 filing season was shaped by the implementation of the One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act, which introduced new complexities and required firms to navigate shifting 
thresholds, phase‑ins, and planning considerations. In this environment, the profession 
gravitated toward tools that reduce risk and increase clarity. 

https://www.cpapracticeadvisor.com/2026/05/11/2026-readers-choice-awards-spotlight-the-best-accounting-tax-small-business-tech/182723/


The awards data shows several clear trends: 

• Firms are leaning heavily on automation to manage capacity. 
• Human‑guided AI is becoming the norm. 
• Workflow gaps are being filled by specialized tools rather than overextending 

core systems. 
• Accuracy and reliability remain the top decision drivers. 

GruntWorx’s performance across categories reflects its alignment with these priorities. It 
is not simply a document automation tool. It is a strategic partner that helps firms protect 
margins, reduce staff burnout, and maintain consistent output during the most 
demanding parts of the year, no matter what tax software they are using.  

Looking Ahead: Automation as a Firmwide Strategy 

As firms continue to expand advisory services and reduce reliance on tax preparation 
as their primary revenue stream, the need for efficient, predictable workflows becomes 
even more important. Automation is no longer confined to tax season. It is becoming a 
year‑round operational strategy. 

GruntWorx is positioned to support that evolution. By reducing manual data entry, 
standardizing document intake, and enabling staff to focus on higher‑value work, it 
helps firms build the capacity they need to grow. 

The 2026 Readers’ Choice Awards underscore what practitioners already experience in 
their daily work: when accuracy, efficiency, and scalability matter, GruntWorx delivers. 
Learn more with a demo. 

https://gruntworx.com/demo/request-demo.php?utm_id=gruntworx&utm_source=blog&utm_date=260603
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